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Boxes H440-H442
251 Gr.C. by EQUIANO – BANDANNA

Half-brother to 4 winners, including SLOPE (£57,970 to date; 3rd Gr.3 Ballachine S, Curragh at 2).
Their dam won 6; 3rd Gr.3 Princess Margaret S, Ascot: half-sister to Gr.3 July S winner RICH GROUND.

264 B.C. by MONSIEUR BOND – BIDDING TIME
Grandam, Champion 2yo Filly in Ireland and winner of the Gr.1 Moyglare Stud Stakes.

From the family of Gr.1 Fillies Mile winner SIMPLY PERFECT & GALE FORCE TEN, 2nd Gr.1 Irish 2000 Guineas.

389 Gr.C. by SHOWCASING – FLUTTERING ROSE
His half-brother GOLD BUD realised €140,000 as a yearling in 2013.

Out of a half-sister to MASMAMAH (£316,662; Gr.2 King George Stakes winner).
From the family of FARD, 4 time juvenile winner and 2nd Gr.1 Middle Park Stakes.

All enquiries: Bob McCreery, STOWELL HILL STUD • Tel: 078 60 494753 • email: stowellhill@btconnect.com

STOWELL HILL @ DBS Premier Yearling Sale 2014

The pink and white colours of Philippa Cooper’s
Normandie Stud have been carried with distinction
on numerous occasions, but the stud’s on-going

love affair with Goodwood enjoyed its greatest moments to
date during Glorious Goodwood last month when the
homebred Sultanina triumphed in the Gr.1 Nassau Stakes,
just a day after another homebred, Wannabe Yours
(Dubawi) had landed the Gr.3 Thoroughbred Stakes. 

The results were especially fitting given that Goodwood
is the local track for Normandie Stud, which is based in
Kirdford, a village bordering Surrey and West Sussex. 

Given the wealth of top fillies currently at his Clarehaven
stables, trainer John Gosden might have been forgiven for
dismissing Cooper’s claim in May this year that Sultanina,
who only made her racecourse debut four months ago as
a four-year-old, was the best she had ever bred. Lofty
claims indeed when one considers that the Gr.1 winners
Fallen For You and Duncan both emanated from the
same West Sussex nursery. 

Normandie Stud

S p o t l i g h t
Normandie Stud builds
on Glorious tradition
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However, Cooper, who was recently elected to the
Council of the Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association, was
not in the least surprised by her filly’s victory. Rather she
views the success as the almost inevitable unfolding of a
story that arguably began in 1997 when she and husband
Nicholas purchased the property that would become
Normandie Stud, and continuing on through her own
learning curve in the breeding game, on to the purchase of
Sultanina’s grandam, the highly talented Foodbroker
Fancy.

“After Sultanina won her maiden at Salisbury, I said to
William [Buick] that I thought she was the best I’d ever
bred, and he thought I was barking! I can’t explain it really,
it was just an instinct. But I said it almost to plant the seed
in his head, so that he would have that in his mind and
would ride her that way,” Cooper explains. 

The Gr.1 victory of Sultanina (New Approach) continues
the successful relationship between her family and
Goodwood, starting with Foodbroker Fancy, once at the
centre of a well-documented court case, and who was

subsequently purchased by Cooper to be one of the
foundation mares of her then-fledgling Normandie Stud.

“I will never forget watching Foodbroker Fancy battling
against Independence in the [Gr.1 Sun Chariot at
Newmarket; it was like watching David and Goliath and I
thought then how wonderful it would be to one day have a
filly like her,” Cooper recalls. “She just had something,
some courage and toughness, and I see that same spark
in Sultanina.”

Sultanina winning this year’s 
Gr.1 Nassau Stakes, her second
Group win of the season

Normandie Stud mares enjoying the sun
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� A UNIQUE BLEND OF VITAMINS & MINERALS IN A
SYRINGE

� Contains high levels of natural Vitamin E, d-átocopherol and
ãtocopherol to reduce RNOS free radicals and COX 2
inflammatory agents.

� F-C-R Premix included in this product ensures that maximum
absorption and utilisation of all nutrients occurs.

� Has excellent total MINERAL ABSORPTION characteristics

� Contains a readily utilisable vegetable ENERGY source.

� Rapidly drops the CPK-Mms’ ENZYME levels.

� Boosts OXYGEN carrying parameters.

�  TYING UP (Azoturia) and MUSCLE problems are reduced.

�  Vitamin C as Ester C enhances the absorption of IRON.
All of our products meet Jockey Club, FEI and HSI rules and 

regulations and have no withdrawal period.

TRAINERS SPECIAL GEL

ARDMORE, CO. WATERFORD, IRELAND
Kieran 087-2597288 Tel:024-94134/94755 Fax 024-94766

Ireland Intl. Code +353(0)
e-mail: kieran@ardmoreequine.com
website: www.ardmoreequine.com

����	�� �
����������	������

FOR PERFORMANCE HORSES

The mare’s first foal was the Zafonic filly Soft Centre,
who in 2006 emulated her dam by winning the Listed Lupe
Stakes, now the Height Of Fashion Stakes, at Goodwood.
Soft Centre is one of three black-type performers to date
out of her dam, along with the Gr.3 winner Dalvina (Grand
Lodge) and the Listed-placed Pretzel (New Approach).

Sultanina is the second foal out of Soft Centre, and it is
typical of Cooper’s patient and sympathetic approach to
her bloodstock that the filly was allowed plenty of time to
overcome problems with sore shins as a youngster. 

“Whenever John tried to up her work, she got a bit sore
so she came back to the stud at three,” Cooper explains.
“She has got over it all now because we gave her time,
and her shins were as cold as ice the morning after the
Nassau.”

The question of whether Sultanina will remain in training
next year is one that Cooper will address fully over the
winter but in spite of the filly’s low mileage, Cooper is
understandably hesitant to commit to another season. 

“To keep a filly in training at five, it means she wouldn’t
be covered until she was six, and also, the stakes get
higher every time you run them. She will give absolutely
everything each time she runs,” she says. 

“It has been a very in and out family; a very unlucky
family in a way with deaths and injuries along the way, but
every now and then there is a flash of brilliance like
Sultanina.”

Strong families are at the core of Cooper’s broodmare
band, currently numbering 21 but likely to be trimmed
back down to her ideal of 12-15 in the next two years. 

In the present group are several dams who have at least
two daughters with them at the stud, including Fallen
Star. The Listed-winning Brief Truce mare has three of
her daughters alongside her, among them the 2012 Gr.1
Coronation Stakes heroine Fallen For You (Dansili),
currently in foal to Dubawi. 

Also in the group are three daughters of Cooper’s first
broodmare Agnus (In The Wings), including Dolores,
who has produced the top stayers Duncan and Samuel
and the Listed-placed Deirdre, who is also now in the
Normandie paddocks. 

Given the plethora of talent produced by Normandie
Stud, one might expect a slight pause for thought when
Cooper is asked to name her favourite, but there is not the
slightest hesitation before Dolores is nominated in the top
spot. 

“Dolores will always be my favourite!” is the immediate
response. “I bought her dam, Agnus, from Barry and Fiona
Reilly at Woodcote Stud the day after I bought the stud. I
didn’t really know the first thing about horses, although I
had heard of Nijinsky, and that was about it!

“I put Agnus down to be covered by Caerleon because
I knew Nijinsky, but the day she was due to be covered
Christy Grassick rang me and said that they couldn’t cover
her because Caerleon had dropped down dead. He
suggested I send her to Danehill instead, so I said yes,
but when I got home I looked him up and saw he was from
the same sire line as her sire In The Wings. 

“I knew so little about it all then that I thought she
shouldn’t be inbred like that so I rang Christy straight
away and begged him not to cover her. It was too late so
I prayed she wouldn’t take and when she did, I was

Normandie Stud

S p o t l i g h t
c o n t i n u e d

Dolores – the star at Normandie Stud
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� Protects and reinforces the delicate capillaries whilst
enhancing their flexibility, and helping to reduce the 
blood's overall viscosity.

� Reduces the "stickiness" of the red blood cells, whilst aiding
the integrity, elasticity and maintenance of the cell
membrane walls.

� Reduces the incidence of endogenous noxae, which internally
can cause inflammation from agents that includes the
pressure of the blood itself and heat.

� Provides enhanced nutrient and oxygen distribution to all
part's of the horse's circulation system that includes the
extremities where problems frequently are encountered.

� Enhanced blood circulation during hard training and events,
aids subsequent "post event" recovery.

All of our products meet Jockey Club, FEI and HSI rules and 
regulations and have no withdrawal period.

BLEED FREE
PROTECTION FROM ALL CAPILLARY PROBLEMS

ARDMORE, CO. WATERFORD, IRELAND
Kieran 087-2597288 Tel:024-94134/94755 Fax 024-94766

Ireland Intl. Code +353(0)
e-mail: kieran@ardmoreequine.com
website: www.ardmoreequine.com
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expecting a monster! And that was Dolores; she had a
parrot mouth and everything that could be wrong was
wrong. John Dunlop and Gerard Butler both came to see
her and wouldn’t take her, but Amanda Perrett said to me
she would be honoured to take her.”

And the rest, as they say, is history, with Dolores proving
to be a Listed winner and Gr.2-placed, as well as finishing
fourth in the Gr.1 1,000 Guineas on only her second start,
before going on to produce the stud’s first Gr.1 winner in
the Irish St Leger victor Duncan (Dalakhani) and the Gr.2
Doncaster Cup winner Samuel (Sakhee). Now aged 15,
Dolores is now one of the few mares in foal to the sub-
fertile Al Kazeem. 

The strength in depth of talent that emanates from
Normandie Stud is all the more remarkable given that the
Coopers only purchased the 200-acre property in August
1997, and have developed it slowly ever since to its
current position of strength. 

Formerly Boxalland Stud, the Coopers originally had in
mind to purchase the property to house their retired
National Hunt horses, including the high-class I’m
Supposin, when their jumping days were over. Instead,
after seeing the boarding mares and foals at the property,
Cooper took the plunge and decided to found her own
stud, breeding flat horses. 

Reflecting on her current band of mares, Cooper says: “I
don’t need to go out and spend a million – which I don’t
have anyway! What I love is these families that have been
nurtured and grown. That’s why I don’t get too
despondent if a filly doesn’t perform as well as I might
have liked; families may lie dormant for a while but, as
long as it has happened before, it will regenerate and
come back again.

“I used to do dosage, and I learned and made mistakes
along the way, but my matings are so much easier to plan
now because I’ve got to know what works for the families.
It is very important to me to support stallions in Britain,
although, of course we have sent mares to Ireland, as well
over the years.”

Following a series of disappointing results in the sales
ring, Cooper took the decision to stop consigning
yearlings after 2006, retaining her foals for racing and
selling selected in-foal mares when necessary instead. 

“I stopped selling because no-one wanted to buy them!”
she explains. “I had Duncan in that last crop and he didn’t
sell, but went on to be so successful. I tend to breed rich
men’s horses; they are slow to come to hand and so they
have a very limited audience at the sales. 

“I do much better selling mares in foal, as people know
the families. I do like to keep the first foal out of a mare
though, as then people know I have it and am supporting
the family, and also you can protect the family that way. I
will always cover a mare well when I am selling her too,
even if it means I lose money, as it doesn’t serve me to
cover her poorly, as I often still have several of the family
members.”

Reflecting on the success of her breeding operation,
Cooper is quick to lavish praise on the team at the stud. “I
have got such a marvellous team of people at the stud,
and there really is almost a magic about the place,” she
says. With such outstanding results there are few who
would disagree. 

Nurturing the families at Normandie Stud is clearly a
labour of love for Cooper, and it is little surprise that the
former teacher places great emphasis on the right
education for her foals. 

“I believe that if you give children the best start in life
with the best education, they are shielded from whatever
life throws at them. I don’t have any breaking at the stud
because I don’t want the foals to associate that with the
stud,” Cooper explains. 

Normandie Stud youngsters practise their paces

Normandie Stud
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https://twitter.com/bloodstocknews

