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BLOODSTOCK	WORLD

Best	moments	
When I bought a horse that was EVA 
positive! It was sold by a vendor whom 
I would normally expect to inform a 
prospective European purchaser of the 
situation and didn’t. 

Anyway I should have checked the 
EVA [equine viral arteritis] positive list 
in the sales office so was equally at fault. 
I bought the horse, was then told it was 
EVA positive and had to tell the client 
that the horse was not suitable for 
Europe. I paid for the horse myself and 
then sold him at Keeneland six months 
later, when his price increased from 
$260,000 to  $500,000.

King’s Best winning the 2000 Guineas 
and Kris Kin winning the Derby were 
also major highlights, but the Dubai 
World Cup meeting in March 2010, when 
Al Shemali and Bankable finished first 
and second in the Dubai Duty Free, was 

probably the biggest highlight of all. 
Both were by Medicean, bought on the 
same day at Tattersalls and funnily 
enough born on the same day. The two 
cost 270,000gns as yearlings and they 
earned £3.5 million between them. 
When they ran in Dubai, both had been 
sold to new owners at a considerable 
profit. 

On the same night, Dar Re Mi won 
the Dubai Sheema Classic for Watership 
Down Stud. I had been involved in the 
purchase of her dam, Darara. 

Biggest	regret
When I bought the wrong horse a very 
long time ago. I owned up and got the 
situation sorted and it has never  
happened since. I misread the number 
board in poor light in the back ring at 
Keeneland and I know that several  
others have suffered the same fate but 
might not admit it.

‘I believe I have 
given myself 
a competitive 

advantage by not 
running on Lasix’
Read about top US 
owner Bill Casner’s 
anti-drugs stance in 

tomorrow’s paper
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Cooper	making	
her	mark	at	
Normandie

Philippa Cooper leads in Fallen For You after the Coronation Stakes

THE	WEDNESDAY	FOCUS
Nancy Sexton talks to Philippa Cooper about breeding  
a Royal Ascot Group 1 winner from just 12 mares 

I T HAS taken the relatively short 
time of 15 years for Philippa 
Cooper to develop Normandie 
Stud into one of the most 
thriving studs in Britain.

The transition, which has seen the 
West Sussex-based stud breed a 
stakes winner every year since 2006, 
has been achieved despite operating 
without a large number of mares. It 
enjoyed its best season in 2010 when 
six graduates, including the half-
siblings Samuel, Duncan and Deirdre 
[all out of homebred Dolores], won 
black-type and celebrated its first 
Group 1 winner last September when 
Duncan dead-heated with Jukebox 
Jury in the Irish St Leger.

That landmark has been topped by 
the stud’s latest celebrity, Fallen For 
You, who lowered the colours of 
several leading three-year-old fillies 
when swooping under William Buick 
to take the Coronation Stakes at Royal 
Ascot. The daughter of Dansili was 
bred by Normandie out of Fallen Star, 
whose earlier progeny included Listed 
winner Fallen Idol (by Pivotal) and 
the Group 2-placed Fallen In Love (by 
Galileo).

“We went there hoping she’d run a 
good race,” says Cooper, whose early 
forays into ownership included 
sharing the 1999 Whitbread Gold Cup 
winner Eulogy with her husband 
Nicholas. “John [Gosden] always liked 
her at two, when she just got pipped 
by Lyric Of Light in the May Hill 
Stakes. There was an idea after she 
ran over 7f at Lingfield [on the all-

weather] in May that she could go for 
a Listed handicap. But she would have 
had top weight so I suggested we 
looked at the Coronation to see 
exactly where we stood with her.”

Fallen For You’s victory came 10 
years after her dam Fallen Star won 
the Listed Silver Trophy Stakes over 
Ascot’s round mile. Although she 
never won above Listed level, the 
daughter of Brief Truce kept good 
company, filling the frame in the 
Nassau and Sun Chariot Stakes.

“We bought Fallen Star as a yearling 
for 140,000gns in 1999 from [former 
Tattersalls director] Bruce Deane,” 
says Cooper. “My stud groom knew 
the stud groom at Bruce’s stud, 
Bishop’s Down Farm, well and we 
went to see her before the sale. 
Nicholas particularly liked her – I 
remember her as being quite 
masculine. Andrew Mead bought her 
for us while we were sitting in a 
service station listening to her going 
through the ring.”

From the Queen’s famous Highlight 
family, which is responsible for Height 
Of Fashion and Deep Impact, Fallen 
Star was a half-sister to Fly To The 
Stars, who had run out a surprise 
winner of the Lockinge Stakes earlier 
that year. “She went to John Dunlop 
and had quite a reputation before 
she’d even raced – at one time she was 
20-1 for the Guineas,” says Cooper. 
“She was second on her debut at 
Newbury’s Greenham meeting but she 
injured herself in that race and had to 
be operated on, which meant we lost a 

lot of her three-year-old career. She 
was very brave to come back from 
that.”

Fallen Star is one of 12 mares at 
Normandie, which is also home to a 
host of retirees including classy 
hurdler I’m Supposin’ and the Group-
winning pair Duncan and Samuel. 
Other mares include two of Fallen 
Star’s daughters, Fallen In Love and 
Fallen From Grace, as well as Listed 
winner Dolores, a daughter of the 
stud’s first mare Agnus and the dam 
of Duncan and Samuel, who won the 
Prix Foy and Doncaster Cup within 
days of each other in September 2010.

Once a regular yearling vendor, 
Normandie now only ventures into 
the public market when selling mares 
or horses-in-training. One former 
Normandie homebred who changed 
hands later in life was Tyranny, who 
was sold for 230,000gns when 

carrying subsequent Group 1 winner 
Zoffany.

Explaining the change in strategy, 
Cooper says: “The last time we 
offered yearlings was in 2006, one of 
them was Duncan [who was bought 
back for 100,000gns]. But we don’t 
tend to breed commercial types, our 
horses usually need time and 
progress well, so I now tend to sell 
mares every other year to fund the 
operation. And some of those mares 
have done well for other people which 
gives buyers confidence. I’d always 
liked Dansili physically, and you 
could say that with Zoffany and 
Fallen For You, he has done rather 
well for us.”

Cooper has repeated the Dansili 
formula with Fallen Star this year. In 
the meantime there is plenty to look 
forward to out of the mare, most 
notably a colt foal by Sea The Stars.

FASIG-TIPTON has introduced a new 
sale to its 2012 schedule, to be held at 
Saratoga on October 9. It will feature 
horses-in-training, yearlings and mares. 
Entries close on August 3.

“All through the spring and early 
summer, our feedback from several 
clients in New York State led us to to add 
this sale to our schedule,” said Fasig-
Tipton president Boyd Browning. “We 
have an opportune date, there is a real 
up-tick in the quality and quantity of 
the product there and we have one of 
the best sales facilities in the world in 
which to stage the sale.

“This sale date makes it ideal for 
weanlings, in-foal mares and breeding 
prospects,” added Browning. “It also 
comes at a time when many major racing 
operations are making transitions to 
racing in Florida, the West Coast and, 
of course, to the very attractive winter 
racing dates at Aqueduct. We are very 
excited about this sale.”

October	sale	
for	Fasig-Tipton

All	mixed	up
Rearrange the letters to reveal the 
name of the man who trained the 
same horse to win the Lancashire 
Oaks in 2009 and 2010
Lad Shoved Writ (5,8)
Answer on page 68

Googling	a	runner
Ena Sharples 2.20 Catterick
The original soap opera battleaxe, 
Ena Sharples, played by Violet Carson, 
appeared in the first episode of 
Coronation Street on December 9, 
1960 and remained a principal 
character until her final episode on 
April 2, 1980. Invariably kitted out in 
double-breasted coat and hairnet, Ena 
was caretaker of the mission hall and 
spent much of her time criticising the 
behaviour of the Street’s other 
residents in uncompromising terms. 
Violet Carson died, aged 85, on 
Boxing Day 1983.

Compiled by Steve Dennis, David Dew and Martin 
Smethurst

HORSE
PLAY
Just	for	the	fun	of	it

 

Something	different
No-one could excuse David Pipe of 
taking his eye off the ball, if a quick 
visit to the excellent davidpipe.com is 
anything to go by. Some people are 
looking forward to the Olympics, 
some to Camelot’s bid for the Triple 
Crown – Pipe has thoughts only of the 
Cheltenham Festival. According to the 
ticking clock on the site, at 1.10pm 
yesterday there were 252 days and 20 
minutes to go until the Supreme 
Novices’ Hurdle. And counting . . .

In	which	year	.	.	.

. . . did Mick Kinane ride Opera 
House, the first of his four 
Coral-Eclipse winners? The Michael 
Stoute-trained colt was winning the 
second of three Group 1s in a row, 
having landed Epsom’s Coronation 
Cup the previous month.
Answer on page 68

123
Easy	as	1-2-3

1 Who was the last horse to win 
the Coral-Eclipse twice?

2 On which of Lester Piggott’s 
seven Eclipse winners did he 
also win the Derby?

3 Who partnered Environment 
Friend to win the race 
in 1991?

Answers on page 68


